THE VOICE 4+  MAY 25

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE MASTER

SUNDAY WORSHIP

10:30 a.m. in the PCM Sanctuary.
or online at: youtube.com/presbyterianchurchofthemaster

MAY AT A GLANCE
MAY 1: National Day of Prayer CONTACT US
MAY 2: River City Ringers Concert, 7om at PCM ADDRESS:

) ¢ . 10710 Corby Circle
MAY 4: Sunday School Day of Service Omaha, NE 68164
MAY 11: Mother’s Day

Sunday School Breakfast & Game Day OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday

MAY 12: Rainbow H Serving, 4:30
ainbow House Serving, pm 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

MAY 25: PCM Worship Summer Schedule Begins,
9:30am Worship Service PHONE:

. 402.498.0871
FUAY 246x Meimeital ey Care Line: 402.498.0874
MAY 29: Ascension of the Lord

WEBSITE:
_— cBR1Ag pcmomaha.org
“ﬂtﬁ MORE LIGHT f* - %c
m@% @ e cEYTARlan: e@? J_m: g FACEBOOK:
L (Usm Facebook.com/PCMOmaha

Seeking Christ, ...every day, everywhere, in everyone.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Friends in Christ,

During the season of Easter, we are reminded again and again of how resurrection brings
forth new life—and how the risen Christ continues to gather us into the community of faith.
On Sunday, April 27, we had the joy of celebrating that gift as we welcomed five newly
confirmed members into the full life of our congregation:

Ella Ahondra, Annaliese Collins, Skyler Kastrick, Max Petersen, and Walter Witchell.

These five young people have spent the past months asking deep questions, studying
Scripture, reflecting on their experiences of God, and exploring what it means to live as
disciples of Jesus Christ. On Confirmation Sunday, they each stood before the
congregation to profess their faith and to claim for themselves the promises made on their
behalf at baptism. What a powerful witness to the living work of the Holy Spirit among us!

But while they have confirmed their faith in Christ, our shared journey is far from over. In
fact, this moment reminds all of us of the promises we made-or once heard made-at the
baptismal font. When each of these youth was baptized, we in the congregation promised
“to guide and nurture [them] by word and deed, with love and prayer,” and to “encourage
[them] to know and follow Christ and to be faithful members of his church” (Book of
Common Worship, 2018, p. 409). Those sacred promises do not expire—they continue to
bind us together in love and responsibility.

So |l invite you to extend your congratulations and your warm welcome to our newest
members—not just with your words, but with your presence, your prayers, and your ongoing
encouragement. And | urge each of us to remember that the covenant of baptism binds us
not only to these five individuals, but to all who have been baptized in the name of our
Triune God. Our life together as church is marked by our commitment to help one another
grow in faith, follow Christ more closely, and participate fully in the Spirit-led work of being
the body of Christ in the world.

As we continue through the season of Easter, may we do so with hearts full of gratitude and
hope-celebrating the new life that God brings and recommitting ourselves to the joyful,
sometimes messy, always grace-filled work of being Christ’s church together.

Grace & Peace,
)
7

Aaron

mm As Rev. White offers a prayer for our confirmands,

Pictured (I-r): Annaliese Collins, Skyler the congregation lifts their hands in blessing,

Kastrick, Rev. Aaron White, Ella Ahondra, while elders Chuck McGavren, Kathy Egr, and

Walter Witchell, and Max Petersen. (credit: Kathy Sutula lay hands upon our five newest
Marlena Witchell) members.
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STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE

PCM FINANCIAL NUMBERS

Following are PCM income and expense numbers for March 2025 and year-to-date 2025.
PCM paid our 2025 Per Capita commitment (i.e., $11,465) and our 2025 local and PC-USA
mission commitments (i.e., $13,500) in the first two months of 2025, which resulted in
monthly expenses being higher than normal for the year (normal monthly expenses are
approximately $30,000 to $35,000). Monthly expenses are expected to return to normal
levels during the remainder of 2025. Income for the first three months of 2025 was lower
compared to previous years but it is still early in the year, and the Stewardship and
Finance (S&F) Committee will continue to monitor income numbers going forward. As a
reminder, PCM is preparing for a capital campaign sometime in late-2025 or early-2026
to obtain funds to continue to pay down our building remodel loan.

B

March 2025 Year to Date (YTD) 2025
. Income $27,791 $74,081
Operating Budget g enses $30,863 $117.426
Balance (Income — Expenses) -$3,073 -$43,346

Loan Balance $1,238,634
Capital Campaien Income (Contribution + Interest) $3.958 $10,814
P Pats Payment (Principal + Interest) $11,078 $33,233
Balance (Income — Payment) -$7.120 -$22.419

Any questions about PCM’s finances can be directed to Guy Shelton, S&F committee
chairperson, Mark Frans, PCM’s treasurer, or any of the members of the S&F committee,
i.e., Eric Bremers, Ashley Stevens, Sue Skeans, and Jean Koerten.

Blessings, Stewardship and Finance Committee

RAINBOW HOUSE

Rainbow House is a place for families to stay while their MONETARY GIFTS
child is receiving care at Children’s Hospital. On the Scan the QR code
second Monday of the month, the PCM Deacons provide to give to PCM

a meal, conversation & support for the current residents electronically

& their families. You can provide support to this ministry from your phone!

by a financial contribution (designate for Rainbow
House), providing ingredients, or by helping prepare the
meal. Ingredients for meals will be posted on the bulletin
board nearest the bathrooms in the Commons Area.
Thank you for praying for the residents and their
child(ren), as well as your donations of time, money,
and/or food.

Serving is May 12" at 4:30pm
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MISSION MOMENTS
The kids are having fun collecting your pantry donations each Sunday during worship!
Our May pantry items are kid friendly meals (spaghetti-o’s, ravioli, etc).

June - cereal
July - Peanut butter and jelly
August- canned fruit

Be thinking about your Birthday Challenge donation. You can do it anytime.
The Change for Change jar will be on the donation table each Sunday morning for any
of your loose change.

We have donated S1000 to Prebytery Disaster Assistance for the earthquake relief in
Myanmar/Burma. We also donated $1000 to the Open Door Mission. In February, they
had a pipe burst in the warehouse and water ran for 24 hours. They lost 400 pallets of
donations many from their diaper and paper products drive. Our donation was
matched by a corporate donor that Open Door Mission set up.

Your mission committee, Cleve Evans (chair) Susie Holman, Jeff Koerten, Debby
Marsh, Manda McLaughlin, and Kristen Oertell

RIVER CITY RINGERS Aol
Come join us for Tuning in to Handbell Hits!! Exciting News! The PCM Nursery is
open!

Concert Schedule: Join us in welcoming Sarah Wiehe
Friday, May 2 at 7pm at PCM. Morris as our new Nursery
Saturday, May 3 at 7pm at All Saints Episcopal She has Crae;ettzze;rience o
Church (9302 Blondo St) T <

childcare.
Sunday, May 4 at 4 pm at St Timothy’s Lutheran She currently works full-time at
Church (510 N 93rd St) Children’s Respite Care Center. She

will be accompanied by an adult
volunteer each week.

MAY BIRTHDAYS

May 1 May 10 May 19 May 28

Pat Adams Mike Forsythe Barb Deats Amanda Jack

May 3 Steve Sherman Lucy Lynn Brooke Jack

Connie Wickham May 11 May 25 Sarah Jack

Dale Irvin Mike O’Bradovich Caleb Alford May 29

May 5 May 13 Madison Sutula Bob Nord

Bennett King Adam Swartz-Brown May 26 May 30

Emily Struebing May 16 Connie Ludwig Nancy Snell

May 9 Bob Benson Grace Messina May 31

Ginny Thompson Shyanna Gill May 27 Dale Duckert
May 17 Amanda Wise Shirley Alsman
Jordan Petersen Joan Edwards
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EARTH CARE ACTION TEAM

This month’s buzzword is “Zero waste”.

What does it mean to be zero waste?

Zero waste: efforts to reduce Solid Waste generation to nothing, or as close to
nothing as possible, by minimizing excess consumption and maximizing the
recovery of Solid Wastes through Recycling and Composting.

What does it mean for PCM? One aspect of being an Earth Care Congregation is
how we manage our facility; including the trash (waste) we create.

The five ‘R’s of zero-waste: refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle and rot (compost). Let's
focus on the recycle and rot portion and how we have partnered with Hillside
solutions to move closer to being zero-waste.

We have switched to using Hillside Solutions because they are passionate about
diverting as much waste from the landfill as possible through recycling and
composting.

Rot (composting):

Have you noticed the green “trash” bins on the east side of the building? Those are
for organics only- meaning they are for compost materials. Since Hillside is a
commercial composting facility they can compost things that should not be putin
back-yard compost; such as meat and dairy products. This makes it much easier to
distinguish what can go in the compost; if you could consume it, it can be
composted. It is in this way that kitchen scraps, from preparing meals for Rainbow
house can go in the green bins. Other organic materials (that you would not
consume) can also be composted. The gardeners have enjoyed the convenience of
putting any garden waste in the green bins. Simple paper products such as napkins
and the paper towels used in the bathroom are compostable, too.

Our compost bins are also on the Hillside Solutions compost club map. This means
that individuals that are a part of the compost club (pay $8.99/month) will see that
we have compost collection bins on our property for them to use. This is another
way for us to show our neighbors that we are serious about our mission as an Earth
Care Congregation.

Recycling:

Many people are familiar with the basics of recycling. With Hillside we are able to
recycle plastics, metal, paper, cardboard and use the orange energy bag for soft
plastics that would otherwise go into the landfill. The soft plastics are then turned
into plastic lumber at First Star Fiber. It is important to remember that items should
be clean and dry when going into the recycle bin.

Your Earth Care Action team is excited to decrease the amount PCM sends to the
landfill and will be having opportunities for the congregation to learn more- so stay
tuned!

https://www.hillside.solutions/zero-waste-guide
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PCM STAFF

PASTOR
Rev. Aaron J. White
Aaron.white@pcmomaha.org

PARISH ASSOCIATE
Cynthia Harvey
cindy.harvey@pcmomaha.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Becky Widhalm
rwidhalm@pcmomaha.org

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR
Kristen Oertell
krismmpanda@aol.com

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Marilyn Puett
mpuett@cox.net

ORGANIST
Brian Jay
bjay2@cox.net

CARETAKER
Dennis Peters
dpeters2010@live.com

PCM ACCOUNTING
Ashley Stevens
accounting@pcmomaha.org

SUNDAY TREATS & COFFEE

Deacons are seeking help providing treats for
Sunday morning coffee hour. If you'd like to help out
please sign up on our bulletin board, or contact
Marge Cox or Mary McClean. Iltems can be
purchased or homemade. Thank you! If you'd like to
help conserve paper products, we invite you to bring
a coffee mug from home.

BULLETIN

If you are giving a Mission Witness, Children’s
Message, Peace Message, etc. during the Worship
Service, please have any materials you may need for
the Sanctuary screens (photos, video, etc.) to Becky
Widhalm by the Monday BEFORE the service you are
presenting at. Thank you!

VOICE

All items for the Voice must be submitted to Becky
Widhalm by the 15th of each month. If items are sent
after, it may not be included in the next month‘s
issue. Thank you!

LEND A HELPING HAND

Looking to be more involved and/or support PCM
through acts of service? Here are some ways you
can getinvolved:
e Be an office volunteer, Sunday School teacher, or
join a committee,
e Be an Usher, Worship Leader, Communion Server,
and/or Greeter.
e Help with serving/clean-up of funeral luncheons
or during Spring/Fall clean up days.
» Help with setting up/taking down holiday decor.
If you are interested in any of these acts of service,
reach out to the PCM Office!
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